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lead us to believe. It is certain that there was a desire to make
concessions to the prestige of the Senate. The government might
even hope thereby to gain an increase in strength and to create
or to preserve a certain counterweight against the excessive
demands of a pampered army. With all this the patres could
naturally indulge the hope of better times; but, with the complete
collapse of such hopes in the confusions and crises which followed,
the memory of Severus Alexander's reign was likely to be coloured
with the rosy tints of a dream. And although the young emperor,
under the influence of his entourage, appears to have been neither
desirous nor, because of his lack of force, capable of turning back
the wheel of history, yet, while the Empire continued its ever-
advancing development towards autocratic absolutism, Alexander's
reign shows one more endeavour to let the Senate play its r61e
within the limits of possibility as 'the ornament of the State.'
The accession of Alexander had been accompanied by the
damnatio memoriae of Elagabalus with all its consequences. Sure
proof of this is found in the erasure of his name from the in-
scriptions. But the change of personnel in the government was
not so important as the biographer asserts, if even a Comazon
Eutychianus, to whom Elagabalus owed his accession to the throne,
became praefectus urbi once more. Cassius Dio was, it is true, not
subject to the same odium, but he had been in the previous reign
curator of Pergamum and Smyrna, and now he was made proconsul
of Africa and afterwards governor first of Dalmatia and then of
Upper fannonia.  On the Bother hand, L. Marius Maximus
appears to have been rewarded with thfc consulate of 22,3 because
he had not served under Elagabalus. The Praetorian Prefecture
was given to Ffevknus and Chrestus, who had both probably taken
part in the overthrow of Elagabalus and of their predecessors
in this office. The jurist Domitius Ulpianus was promoted as early
as March 222 to btpraefecttts annonae, and was already Praetorian
Prefect before i December1. The empress-mother had seen in him
the m^n who, thanks to his legal knowledge and his experience
of afiaifrs since the reign of Septimius Severus, could in this office
render the best service to the Empire, and one who also appeared
willing to keep the insolent Praetorians in check. In this policy,
however, he does not seem to have received from his two colleagues
the support that was expected; for, when an attempt on his life
was discovered, Ulpian believed that both were implicated in the
i Cod. Just, vm, 37, 4; iy, 65, 4, where he is termed by the Emperor
praefectus praetorw et par ens meus.'